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first time SA hosted  
global environment 
conference: WSSD 

World $ummit on $ustainable Development 
Johannesburg, 31 August 2002: 30,000 protested 

UN ‘type-two partnerships’, privatisation of water, 
emissions trading, neoliberalism  

 





Major sites for neoliberal plus 
sustainable dev. discourses  
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accumulation by dispossession 

(‘primitive accumulation’) 

David Harvey 
A closer look at Marx’s description of primitive accumulation reveals a wide range 

of processes. These include  
• the commodification and privatisation of land and the forceful expulsion of 

peasant populations;  
• conversion of various forms of property rights (common, collective, state, etc.) 

into exclusive private property rights; 
• suppression of rights to the commons;  
• commodification of labour power and the suppression of alternative 

(indigenous) forms of production and consumption;  
• colonial, neocolonial and imperial processes of appropriation of assets (including 

natural resources);  
• monetisation of exchange and taxation (particularly of land);  
• slave trade; and  
• usury, the national debt and ultimately the credit system as radical means of 

primitive accumulation. 
 -- The New Imperialism, 2003 



 superexploitation through 

capitalist/non-capitalist relations 

Luxemburg on imperialism 
        ‘Accumulation of capital periodically 

bursts out in crises and spurs capital on to a 
continual extension of the market. Capital cannot 
accumulate without the aid of non-capitalist 
organisations, nor … can it tolerate their continued 
existence side by side with itself.  

 Only the continuous and progressive 
disintegration of non-capitalist organisations 
makes accumulation of capital possible.’  

         The Accumulation of Capital, 1913 



 
 

Trotsky: 
uneven and 
combined 
development 

 
  

‘From the universal law of unevenness thus derives another 
law which for want of a better name, we may call the law 

of combined development – by which we mean  

a drawing together of the different 
stages of the journey, a combining of 

separate steps, an amalgam of archaic 
with more contemporary forms.’  

 



uneven and combined 
development theory applied 
to international relations and 
politics 



Lowy’s 2010 
update 
concludes with 
these sentences: 

‘The key ecological issues – 
such as the catastrophic 
process of global warming – 
are intimately linked with the 
logic of the capitalist system. 
The expansion of capital, and 
the destruction of the 
environment, are ‘combined’, 
and inseparable. Therefore, a 
struggle to save the climate 
has to become an 
anticapitalist combat, 
otherwise it is doomed to 
failure.’ 



http://davidharvey.org 



‘circuits of capital’: where flows go, unevenly 

CRISIS 

EXPLOITATION 

SUPER-EXPLOITATION 

SUPER-EXPLOITATION 

SUPER-EXPLOITATION 

Source: David Harvey,  
The Urbanization of Capital 

consumer 
credit boom, 
mutual aid 
systems, ‘site 
and service’, etc 
 
 
 
 
 
gendered 
reproduction 
of labour 
power, etc 
 
 
 
commercial-
isation, home-
based care, etc 
 
 

and SUPER-EXPLOITATION 
outsourced work, labour broking, gender 

discrimination, abuse of immigrants, etc 
 





Ugandan marxist 
Dani Nabudere 

(1929-2011)  
‘financialization’  
thesis vindicated 

The Crash of 
International  

Finance Capital  
and  

The Rise and Fall 
of Money Capital  

source: The Economist 



finance delinks from 
world’s real economy: 
market value of financial assets 

and aggregate global GDP at 
current prices (billion US$) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

fin.assets 
 

 
 

GDP 

 
 
 
 
 

Source: Leda Paulani, USP with McKinsey Global Report data 



Source: IMF, Global Financial Stability Report, April 2010 

insane derivatives and ‘Quantitative Easing’ bailouts limits of ‘temporal fix’: uncontrolled financial markets 



‘stalling’… until wealthy states’ 
debt reaches (political) ceiling 

vast increase 
mainly reflects 
bailout of US 
and European 
banks in late 

2008 



US sub-prime housing bubble and burst 

limits of spatio-temporal fix in speculative property markets 



why are banks 
so desperate? 

UK Climate Change Minister 

Greg Barker, 2010: 
"We want the City of 
London, with its unique 
expertise in innovative 
financial products, to 
lead the world and 
become the global hub 
for green growth finance. 
We need to put the sub-
prime disaster behind us" 
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foxes in charge of  
COP18 henhouse former Qatar oil minister 

Abdullah Bin Hamad al-Attiyah 

former carbon trader 

Christiana Figueres 



Durban’s COP17 
‘Conference of Polluters’ 

28 Nov-9 Dec 2011 
International Convention Centre 



Durban’s COP17 
‘Conference of 
Polluters’ 

 

confirmed climate-
related deaths of 

180 million Africans 
(Christian Aid estimate) 

 
US sabotage, no 

new emissions cuts 

 

SA in the chair 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trevor Houser, a climate and 
energy analyst at the Rhodium 
Group and a former adviser to the 
chief American climate negotiator, 
Todd D. Stern, said that the Durban 
platform was promising because of 
what it did not say.  
 “There is no mention of 
historic responsibility or per capita 
emissions. There is no mention of 
economic development as the 
priority for developing countries. 
There is no mention of a difference 
between developed and 
developing country action.” 



‘Viagra Shot’ for Carbon Markets -- Financial Times, p. 1, 12 December 2011  

A global climate deal to extend the life of the Kyoto treaty and establish the parameters for negotiating a new pact by 2015 will 
provide a fresh stimulus to the world’s floundering carbon markets, according to bankers and analysts. “The deal provides a 
significant boost for investors in low-carbon technology,” said Abyd Karmali, global head of carbon markets at Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch, adding this was an achievement amid the woes of the eurozone crisis. In one of the more bullish business 
assessments of the new pact, which also includes a separate agreement to negotiate a new process aimed at legally obliging all 

countries to commit to cut their carbon emissions, he said the deal was “like a Viagra shot for the flailing 
carbon markets”. Carbon prices have plunged to record lows in recent weeks as Europe’s 
emissions trading scheme, the world’s largest, has been hit by eurozone uncertainties and 
fears of an oversupply of carbon credits.  



carbon trading gimmick: 
in 1997, US vice-president Al Gore 
(later a carbon trader) pushed for 

Kyoto to include emissions markets,  
in exchange for Washington’s promised 

support … promise soon broken  

‘The European Union has 
adopted this US innovation 

and is making it work 
effectively there.’  
(An Inconvenient Truth, p. 252) 



impossible to finance renewable 
energy with such low carbon prices 

emissions market crashes, 2008-12  
2009 VAT fraud, 2010 resale fraud, 2011 theft-closure 

does EU 
carbon trading  

‘work effectively’? 



impossible to finance renewable energy 
with such weak private investment 



new critique of carbon trading  
www.storyofcapandtrade.org 

 



new report by Centre for Civil 
Society and Dartmouth College 
for 

“the system should be 
decommissioned and at 
minimum, a moratorium be 
placed on further crediting until 
the profound structural and 
implementation flaws are 
confronted. The damage done by 
CDMs to date should be included 
in calculations of the ‘climate 
debt’ that the North owes the 
South, with the aim of having 
victims of CDMs compensated 
appropriately.” 
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‘Care must be taken to ensure 
that cities and roads, factories 
and farms are designed, 
managed, and regulated as 
efficiently as possible to wisely 
use natural resources while 
supporting the robust growth 
developing countries still need… 
[to move the economy] away 
from suboptimalities and 
increase efficiency – and hence 
contribute to short-term growth 
– while protecting the 
environment.’  
 

 
 
May 2012 

not mentioned by World Bank: 
* financial speculation in 
commodities and nature,  

* crises in export-led growth, or  
* irrationality of so much 

international trade, including 
wasted bunker fuel for shipping 





‘Green Economy’ false solutions: technology 

• dirty ‘clean energy’: nuclear, ‘clean coal’, 
fracking shale gas, hydropower, hydrogen; 
• biofuels, biomass, biochar; 
• Carbon Capture and Storage; and  
• other whacky geoengineering gimmicks  
(Genetically Modified trees; sulfates in the air to 
shut out the sun; iron filings in the sea to create 
algae blooms; artificial microbes to convert plant 
biomass into fuels, chemicals and products; large-
scale solar reflection e.g. desert plastic-wrap) 
 



Payment for Ecosystem Services 
Compensating the poor and other land users 
for practices that maintain healthy, ‘service-
producing’ ecosystems may be an important 
part of strategies for sustainable and 
equitable development. Serious problems 
arise, however, when such compensation 
schemes are framed as markets. 
-Kathy McAfee, SF State University 

main False Solution: global carbon market 
core to multilateral climate governance 



instead of 
carbon 
trading, 

concept of 
‘ecological 
debt’ now 
recognised 



 

who owes in 2000?  
GHG/capita by country 

Australia 
USA 

Saudi Arabia 
Canada 

Kazakhstan 
Russia 



who loses from climate change? 
a ‘Climate Demography Vulnerability Index’ 

 

main losers:  
Central America,  
central South America, 
the Arabian Peninsula, 
Southeast Asia and 
much of Africa 



Green Climate Fund – $100bn/year by 2020 
(promised), co-chaired by SA’s Trevor Manuel 

      
 

• $100 billion isn’t enough! 
• who benefits? existing power 
elite and aid industry – not 
poor climate victims 
• ‘False Solutions to be funded 
• Manuel wants carbon trade 
to provide 50% of GCF revenue 
• World Bank is interim GCF 
trustee despite terrible record 
of managing climate and 
development funding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert Zoellick 
World Bank president 

 



Green Climate Fund – $100bn/year by 2020 
(promised), co-chaired by SA’s Trevor Manuel 

      
 

• $100 billion isn’t enough! 
• who benefits? existing power 
elite and aid industry – not 
poor climate victims 
• ‘False Solutions to be funded 
• Manuel wants carbon trade 
to provide 50% of GCF revenue 
• World Bank is interim GCF 
trustee despite terrible record 
of managing climate and 
development funding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim Yong Kim, new 
World Bank president 

 



The results after one year of implementation have 
been remarkable. 
• Before the pilot program, 42 percent of children in 

the village were malnourished. Now the proportion 
of malnourished children has dropped significantly, 
to 10 percent.  

• The village school reported higher attendance rates 
and that the children were better fed and more 
attentive.  

• Police statistics showed a 36.5 percent drop in 
crime since the introduction of the grants. 

• Poverty rates declined from 86 percent to 68 
percent (97 percent to 43 percent when controlled 
for migration).  

• Unemployment dropped as well, from 60 percent 
to 45 percent, and there was a 29 percent increase 
in average earned income, excluding the basic 
income grant.  

 
Carnegie Council: 
http://www.policyinnovations.org/ideas/briefings/data/000163 

Basic Income 
Grant (BIG) pilot in 
Otjivero, Namibia 

(funded by German-
Namibian Evangelical 

Lutheran church)  

Council of Churches of Namibia (CCN), the 
National Union of Namibian Workers (NUNW), 
the umbrella body of the NGOs (NANGOF), the 
umbrella body of the AIDS organisations 
(NANASO), the National Youth Service (NYC), the 
Church Alliance for Orphans (CAFO), the Legal 
Assistance Centre (LAC) and the Labour Resource 
and Research Institute (LaRRI) 





The Economist 
magazine changes 

its tune 







or instead is 
Africa 

‘Resource 
Cursed’ 

‘Useful Africa’,  
Le Monde 
Diplomatique, 
February 2011 





1. South Africa       599 

2. Botswana        92 

3. Zambia            75 

4. Ghana             43 

5. Namibia           32 

6. Angola             32 

7. Mali                  29 

8. Guinea          21 

9. Mauritania  20 

 Tanzania  20 

 Zimbabwe  20 

Africa’s 
mining 

production 
by country, 

2008 



Mgcineni Noki, 
platinum rock 
drill operator 

platinum  

under  

Marikana 





overall, SA workers lost wages 
compared to capital’s profits 



consumer debt reaches unprecedented heights 

Source: SA Treasury 



 

last year, only Greece had  
higher interest rate (Feb 2011) 



inequality in 2011 
the worst amongst large societies 

Source: World Bank 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/aa/Gini_Coefficient_World_Human_Development_Report_2007-2008.png


debt was central to Marikana workers’ desperation 
Mail&Guardian report shortly after massacre:  

     The pool of workers, many of whom have 
     moved into the area from as far afield as the 
     Eastern Cape, has created a fertile breeding 
ground for microlenders and banks willing to offer unsecured 
amounts to individuals. There are at least a dozen operators, 
big and small, offering micro loans in Marikana. Miners said 
they could access loans of up to 50 percent of the value of 
their net pay… Interest rates of 5 percent a month are 
charged, excluding a service charge of $5.70 a month and an 
initiation fee of a maximum of 15 percent on the value of the 
loan… Miners told the M&G they settle outstanding amounts 
at the end of the year using their annual bonuses. 







 
 
six constituencies against SA’s Resource Curse 
1) mineworkers and their unions - often want mere incremental reforms which 

could be terribly important to surrounding communities, especially in relation to higher wage levels, better 
occupational health and safety, rights to organise, and reducing pollution, though as we have seen there is a 
tendency in some mining regimes for a strong union to get lazy and become a company sweetheart; 

2) mining communities (including networks of youth, the elderly, etc): often divided because 

some want to 'leave the mineral in the soil' and others want partial shares in minerals exploitation or much 
better facilities (creches, clinics, schools, housing, local outsourcing, etc from mining houses), with hence very 
different logics (as with most things lumped under the name 'community'); 

3) environmentalists - generally oppose minerals exploitation, on grounds that eco-wreckage 

violates ‘rights to nature’, as well as due to climate concerns, as mining consumes so much coal-fired electricity; 

4) women - lots of conflicting interests but vital for consideration in terms of equity, reproduction of 

labour power, prevention of sexual violence, abuse in migrant labour systems, etc; 

5) nationalists - who either want more mineral extraction but under state ownership or with higher 

resource taxes (e.g. Chavista-style)  or more beneficiation… or who oppose Resource Curse extraction; 

6) ecosocialists - who typically would want to look at the situation in each case from a sensitive 

standpoint with awareness first and foremost about transition to a new mode of production, and hence whose 
most logical solidarities are to mining communities, women and radical environmentalists, but who also deploy 
nationalist arguments to prevent the kind of minerals-oriented looting we see so much of... 

 
 
can these forces unite to socialise natural resources? 
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it is time to correct GDP bias (global) 
 

A “genuine progress indicator” corrects the bias in GDP Source: redefiningprogress.org  



new measurements: against GDP 
 MISSING FROM GDP: 
    resource depletion (crucial to extractivism) 
    air, water, and noise pollution 
    loss of farmland and wetlands 
    unpaid women’s/community work 
    family breakdown, crime 
    other social values 

Genuine 
Progress 
Indicator  

 
towards 

Buen Vivir? 

 



new measurements against GDP 

Seattle: 
• physical health  
• time or work-life balance  
• social connection and 
community vitality  
• education  
• access to arts, culture and 
recreation 
• environmental quality and 
access to nature 
• good governance 
• material well-being  
• psychological well-being 

• Ecological footprint 
• Full cost accounting   
• Global Peace Index 
• Green GDP 
• Gross domestic product  
• Happy Planet Index  
• Human Development 
 Index  
• Index of Sustainable 
Economic Welfare 

Genuine Progress Indicator  





extraction! 
Where is the 

Wealth of 
Nations? 

 

World Bank 
method for 

adjusting savings 
to account for a 

country’s 
tangible wealth 

and resource 
depletion 

 

Zambia, 2007  



South Africa’s natural capital accounts 
a first cut in the World Bank’s Changing Wealth of Nations (2011) 
 
substantial ‘subsoil assets’ within ‘natural capital’, 2005 

depletion of subsoil (mineral) assets = 9% of income 

net decline in SA’s per person wealth: $245   



World Bank 
(minimalist) 
adjustments 
to ‘genuine 

savings’ 
fixed capital (-), 
education (+), 

natural resource 
depletion (-), and 

pollution (-) 
 

      

 







multinational corporate profits 
as a percentage of firm equity 

  

 

Source: UN Conference on Trade and Development (2007), World Investment Report 2007, Geneva.  

extractive industries 
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what is ‘climate justice’? 
core principles from Rights of Mother Earth  
conference, Cochabamba, Bolivia (April 2010) 

•50 percent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2017 
•stabilising temperature rises to 1C and 300 Parts Per Million 

•acknowledging the climate debt owed 
by developed countries (6% of GDP) 
•full respect for Human Rights and the inherent rights of indigenous people 
•universal declaration of Mother Earth rights to ensure harmony with nature 
•establishment of an International Court of Climate Justice 

•rejection of carbon markets, and 
REDD’s commodifed nature and forests 
•promotion of change in consumption patterns of developed countries 
•end of intellectual property rights for climate technologies 



UK labour 
searches 

for a 
‘Just 

Transition’ 



 vital need for SA ‘Million Climate Jobs’ campaign, 
so metalworkers get ‘Just Transition’: guaranteed, 
well-paid jobs in public/community renewable 
sector that help society and save the planet 

 

http://www.climatejobs.org.za/ 



CJ movement: leave the oil in the soil,  
the coal in the hole, the tarsand in the land, 
and the fracking shale-gas under the grass 

  • Niger Delta women, Environmental Rights Action, MEND halted majority of oil exploitation, 2008 
• Canada: Alberta anti-tarsands green and indigenous activists, and Quebecois versus shale-gas 
• British Climate Camp (Crude Awakening block Coryton oil refinery, 2010 – MI5 spy couldn’t crack it) 
• Australian Rising Tide regularly block Newcastle coal exports 
• Norwegian environmentalists and Attac win against state oil company in Lofoten region, 2011 
• Ecuador’s Amazon indigenous activists + Accion Ecologica halt oil drilling in Yasuni National Park  
• stopping US King Coal: Mountain Top Removal nearly halted in Appalachia; Navajo Nation forced 

cancellation of Black Meza (Arizona) mine permit against world’s largest coal company, Peabody;  
Powder River Basin (MN, WY) farmers and ranchers fight coal expansion 

• derailing US coal energy: nearly all 151 proposed new coal power plants in Bush Energy Plan 
cancelled, abandoned or stalled since 2007; key community forces: Indigenous Environmental 
Network, Energy Justice Network and Western Mining Action Network, plus Sierra legal team 

• preventing incinerators: since 2000, no new waste incinerators (more carbon-intensive than coal 
and leading source of cancer-causing dioxins)  
– Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives, Detroit victory, world wastepickers movement 

• defeating Chevron expansion in Richmond, CA 
• undamming Mega Hydro at Klamath River: indigenous communities defeat Pacificorp Power 
• building resilient communities through local action: frontline communities winning campaigns 

linking climate justice to basic survival  
– e.g., Oakland Climate Action Coalition opposes climate disruption, promotes Just Transition 



       

  

 

Source: Michael Burawoy 

waves of commodification and decommodification 



economic resistance from below? 



2011-12: Arab Spring, ‘Indignados’ of Spain, 
Greeks and Italians, Occupy in the US and 

Europe, Nigeria Occupy, Senegal, etc 





  

can we get there? two contrary  
directions for framing campaign strategy: 

 

1) ‘reformist reforms’: 
 strengthen the internal logic of the system, by smoothing rough edges 
 allow the system to relegitimise 
 give confidence to status quo ideas and forces 
 leave activists disempowered or coopted 
 confirm society’s fear of power, apathy and cynicism about activism 

2) ‘non-reformist reforms’: 
 counteract the internal logic of the system, by confronting core dynamics 
 continue system delegitimisation 
 give confidence to critical ideas and social forces 
 leave activists empowered with momentum for next struggle 
 replace social apathy with confidence in activist integrity and leadership 
 
 

(for these distinctions, thanks to Andre Gorz, John Saul, Boris Kagarlitsky, Gosta Esping-Andersen) 



A [justice] movement will have no option, as it broadens 
out from its militant particularist base, but to reclaim for 
itself a noncoopted and nonperverted version of the 
theses of ecological modernisation. On the one hand 
that means subsuming the highly geographically 
differentiated desire for cultural autonomy and 
dispersion, for the proliferation of tradition and 
difference within a more global politics, but on the other 
hand making the quest for environmental and social 
justice central rather than peripheral concerns. For that 
to happen, the environmental justice movement has to 
radicalise the ecological modernisation discourse. 
 
David Harvey (2006), Justice, Nature and the Geography of Difference, Oxford, Basil Blackwell, p. 401. 
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Adapted from Jamison, A. (2001), The Making of Green Knowledge: Environmental Politics and Cultural Transformation, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 
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but will divisions continue between greens and reds? 



GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL APARTHEID 

if we continue to fail… 



Order your copy from 
http://www.ukznpress.co.za 

pbond@mail.ngo.za 
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